The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Jr. 

Attorney General of the United States

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D.C.  20530-0001

Dear Attorney General Holder, 

Lung cancer kills more people in the United States and the world than breast, prostate, and colon cancers combined yet receives only a fraction of the research dollars that these cancers receive. While advances have been made in treating many other cancers, often due to tests that have enabled early detection of these diseases, treatment for lung cancer has remained relatively static.  Usually by the time it is found it is too late.  New methods are being developed which, hopefully, will lead to earlier detection and safer and less invasive treatment of lung cancer.  Funding is desperately needed to continue this research and bring it to fruition. 

 The recognition of lung cancer research funding as a priority by the federal government will go a long way in making this happen.  I can think of no better use for money from the tobacco settlement case than financing research into early detection of lung cancer and developing efforts to make progress in the treatment of this disease.

Over 160,000 people die in the United States every year from lung cancer.  This number is expected to increase every year.  For all of those suffering from this disease and for their families and those who care about them, please do not agree to any settlement in the suit against the tobacco companies that does not specifically include funding for lung cancer research.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

